
Chancel Primary School Art Curriculum Implementation 

 
Assessment 

At the end of each term pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes taught in the relevant program of study. At 
the end of each term teacher assessment will be recorded on the foundation tracker. Teacher assessment at the end of each term is based on a 
combination of classroom observations, self-evaluation, preliminary work in sketch books, final pieces and Grammarsaurus quizzes and assessments. 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Monochromatic Chromatic Sculpture 
1 What is drawing? 

 
Practical Knowledge – Pupils will know the definition of 
line and shape and begin to understand the concept of 
value, know how to use a pencil and have explored 
pressure and grip. 
 
Theoretical Knowledge – Pupils will learn about artists' 
work worldwide, knowing art can be displayed in galleries. 
 
Disciplinary Knowledge – Pupils will consider some of 
the reasons people draw or create art, begin to describe art 
with appropriate vocabulary, and begin to understand that 
art can cause an emotional response. 
 

Does abstract art mean anything? 
 
Practical Knowledge – Identify the three primary colours 
and mix them to make secondary colours; know the 
definition of line, shape, space and colour; learn the parts of 
a brush and experiment with brush control and how to rinse 
a brush between colours. 
 
Theoretical Knowledge – Learning about the work of 
abstract painters, knowing that some artists make art for 
different purposes, knowing that art can be displayed in 
different places, knowing that artists can come from all 
around the world. 
 
Disciplinary Knowledge – Identify abstract and realistic 
paintings, understand how art can cause an emotional 
response, consider why people create art, describe our 
abstract art, evaluate our own art, and compare differences 
and similarities between artwork. 

Why do sculptors sculpt? 
 
Practical Knowledge – Knowing what clay is and where 
it comes from. Manipulating clay into balls, slabs and 
coils. Creating clay imprints, identifying primary colours, 
mixing secondary colours, and controlling a small 
paintbrush. 
 
Theoretical Knowledge – Learning about the work of 
craft makers and sharing responses to their work. 
 
Disciplinary Knowledge – Identifying sculptures and 
non-sculptures. Knowing some of the reasons people 
sculpt. Self and peer evaluation. 
 

2 How can pattern be used in art? 
 
Practical Knowledge – revising the parts of a pencil, 
knowing the definition of line, shape, and space, exploring 
how lines and shapes can create patterns, controlling a 
pencil with increased precision, learning how we can use a 
guide to help keep our patterns equal and even, using 
scissors accurately and safely, using glue appropriately 
 
Theoretical Knowledge – learning about the work of 
contemporary and historical designers, learning about the 
work of a mehndi artist, knowing how designers impact 
how our homes look, knowing how humans can use pattern 
during celebrations, knowing that humans have been 
designing patterns for thousands of years across the world, 
knowing that art can be in our homes as decoration, 
recognising patterns in nature 
 
Disciplinary Knowledge – evaluating our own work, 
comparing differences and similarities between artwork, 
describing art with appropriate vocabulary 
 

How do artists use colour? 
 
Practical Knowledge – Revise primary and secondary 
colours, identify warm and cool colours, identify 
complementary colours, revise features of a brush, control a 
paintbrush for increased precision. 
 
Theoretical Knowledge – Know that where an artist lives 
can affect what they create, and learn that artists do not 
have to directly create every piece of art that is attributed to 
them, begin to identify artists' work by recognising their 
style. 
 
Disciplinary Knowledge – Consider how we feel about art 
and the reasons why people create art, describe how 
colours may make people feel, learn the differences 
between landscape, portrait and still life, know that art 
doesn't have to be realistic, evaluate our own work. 
 

How have artists been inspired by castles? 
 
Practical Knowledge – Identifying shapes in forms, 
wedging clay, creating a relief clay sculpture, joining clay 
using score and slip, making grey and brown from primary 
colours, and controlling a small brush for increased 
precision. 
 
Theoretical Knowledge – Learning about a ceramic 
factory and its work, knowing that art has been created 
throughout history and worldwide. 
 
Disciplinary Knowledge – Knowing that some 
sculptures have a practical purpose, whilst others are 
decorative, evaluating work focusing on emotive 
responses and precision. 
 



3 How do artists draw faces? 
 
Practical Knowledge – Pupils will revise how grip can 
impact the control we have of a pencil, revise the parts of a 
pencil, know the definition of texture, line and shape, 
explore how marks can be used to create an impression of 
texture, explore how lines and shapes can create artistic 
impressions of facial features, learn to draw from 
observation, control a pencil with increased precision, learn 
how we can use shapes to support drawing and use value 
and texture whilst drawing. 
 
Theoretical Knowledge – Pupils will know that artists 
must practise specific skills to improve and learn that 
different artists can represent facial features differently. 
 
Disciplinary Knowledge – Pupils will begin to explore how 
art can connect with emotions, learn the differences 
between landscape, portrait, and still life, evaluate their 
own work, and learn how they can learn from others. 
 

What is illustration? 
 
Practical Knowledge – Revise primary colours, blend 
colours, revise complementary colours, revise parts of a 
brush, control a paintbrush with increased precision, know 
how to use watercolour paints and understand how they're 
different from acrylic paint, use a sketch to create guidelines 
for painting, identify shapes and lines whilst recreating an 
image. 
 
Theoretical Knowledge – Learning about the work of 
illustrators, beginning to learn how technology can influence 
art, and understanding that making art can require courage 
and persistence. 
 
Disciplinary Knowledge – Learn how art can impact 
society, learn about the discipline of illustration, evaluate 
our own work, learn to talk about art, learn that art can 
cause an emotional response, know some of the reasons 
that people paint. 
 

How can where you live impact you as an artist? 
 
Practical Knowledge – Identifying shapes in forms, 
experimenting with various ideas, creating a pinch pot, 
moulding a 3D sculpture, and controlling a paintbrush 
with increased precision. 
 
Theoretical Knowledge – How location influenced 
various Mexican artists and craft makers. Learning about 
how diverse artists were also influenced by where they 
lived. 
 
Disciplinary Knowledge – Understanding how artists 
can be influenced, formally responding to a piece of art, 
peer and self-evaluations. 
 

4 How to artists draw perspective? 
 
Practical Knowledge – Pupils will know the definition of 
line, shape, form, and value, using value and line to create 
form and will revise how we can control a pencil to create 
lines and values. They will learn how to draw a basic shape 
with the appearance of form, know the definition of 
perspective, and understand artists can use lines and 
values to create perspective. They will learn to use one-
point perspective with a vanishing point and horizon line, 
understand how artists create atmospheric perspective and 
learn how to shade using hatching, cross-hatching and 
stippling. 

 
Theoretical Knowledge – Pupils will know that art can 
involve experimentation and begin to understand that 
artists have not always known how to capture perspective 
(challenge activity). 

 
Disciplinary Knowledge – Pupils will consider what 
makes an artist successful, discuss a response to their 
work, and consider what it means to be inspired by artists' 
work. They will also evaluate their own art process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why do artists keep sketchbooks? 
 

Practical Knowledge – Revise how to use watercolour 
paints, use a sketch to create guide lines for painting, 
incorporate photos into a watercolour painting to create a 
photocollage, explore line work through sketching, use a 
sketchbook to develop skills, consider the steps to best 
compose a collage. 
 
Theoretical Knowledge – Understand how architects can 
respond to current issues, such as sustainability, 
understand that the context of the painting or artist can 
influence how we understand it, know the difference 
between drafting and sketching, learn how technology can 
influence art. 
 
Disciplinary Knowledge – Learn about the process of 
being an artist, and how sketchbooks are used for different 
purposes, evaluate our own art process, learn about mixed 
media artworks. 
 

What can pottery tell us about the past? 
 

Practical Knowledge – Creating a coil pot, 
experimenting while creating a lid design, mastering 
joining techniques, and controlling a paintbrush precisely. 
 
Theoretical Knowledge – Knowing that art can reflect 
societal and/or religious beliefs.  
 
Disciplinary Knowledge – Knowing that art can reflect 
what life was like a long time ago, formally responding to 
a piece of art and sharing what it teaches us about times 
in history, evaluating each other's work, and self-
evaluation. 
 



5 How can we find our own style of drawing? 
 

Practical Knowledge – using observational skills to 
notice details, using values and line to create form, 
selecting different pencils for different effects, using lines 
and shapes to create art, use proportion when drawing, 
use shapes to guide our observational drawings, drawing 
in a geometric style, using watercolour paints with 
proficiency 
 
Theoretical Knowledge – learning that artists can have 
an artistic style, exploring that we can develop our own 
artistic style, learning about artists who work in different 
styles 
 
Disciplinary Knowledge – describing the style of 
artworks with appropriate vocabulary, knowing that art 
doesn’t have to be realistic, exploring the definition of 
what art is, evaluating your own work and the work of 
others. 
 

How realistic do portraits need to be? 
 

Practical Knowledge - using watercolour paints with 
proficiency, learning to mix skin tones, using ripped paper 
collages to create a self-portrait, using shapes to guide 
the composition of a portrait, using measurements to 
control proportions in a face, using sketches to create 
lines for painting a miniature. 
 
Theoretical Knowledge - learning about portraiture 
miniatures as a form of art, learning about portraiture as a 
form of art over time and across cultures, understanding 
how technology can influence art, learning about the work 
of collagists. 
 
Disciplinary Knowledge - using the seven elements of 
art to talk about artwork, considering who decides how 
much art is worth, considering that we can use art to 
express something that isn't visible, considering how art 
can be an exploration of who we are and how we want 
others to see us, considering how colour can be used in 
portraiture, evaluating our own art process. 
 

How can flowers inspire artists? 
 

Practical Knowledge – Exploring shape and form within 
flowers, creating tints, shades and tones with paint, knowing 
that there are four different types of clay, knowing what 
analogous colours are and experimenting with them to 
mould clay delicately and precisely. 
 
Theoretical Knowledge – Pupils will learn about how 
flowers have influenced artists through time, learning how 
flowers across different mediums have influenced a diverse 
range of artists. 
 
Disciplinary Knowledge – Pupils will understand what can 
influence artists (flowers), reflecting on the purposes of 
sculpture, formally presenting a response to a piece of art, 
and evaluating their peer's work. 
 

6 What mistakes can artists make when drawing faces? 
 
Practical Knowledge - use close observation when 
drawing, use values to create form, select different 
pencils for different effects, use proportion when drawing, 
use shapes to guide our observations and drawing 
 
Theoretical Knowledge - Learning about artists from 
around the world 
 
Disciplinary Knowledge - developing vocabulary to 
describe common errors made in realism portraits, 
understanding that art can be practised and improved 
upon, learning how artists can use reference material, 
and evaluating your own work and the work of others. 
 

Can art help save the planet? 
 
Practical Knowledge – Pupils will use precision while 
creating collages, pencil rubbings to transfer a design 
sketch, the grid method to transfer an image, and 
watercolour paints with proficiency. 
 
Theoretical Knowledge – Pupils will learn how art can be 
mass-produced and sold, know that art can be created to 
create change, consider the sustainability of art and 
design, and understand how political or charitable causes 
can inspire that art. 
 
Disciplinary Knowledge – Pupils will use the seven 
elements of art to discuss artwork, know that art doesn't 
have to be realistic, consider what qualifies as art, evaluate 
peers' work, learn how art can impact society, and evaluate 
their own work. 
 

How can food inspire artists? 
 
Practical Knowledge – Pupils will learn how brush 
choices influence outcomes, demonstrate proficiency with 
clay, design a sculpture, consider the emotional response 
created, consider the viability of design, knowing that you 
can sculpt clay around something, like foil, to build larger 
structures, and using colour to create a life-like sculpture. 

 
Theoretical Knowledge – Pupils will know that artists 
have been inspired by food for thousands of years 
worldwide and that it can depict different meanings. 

 
Disciplinary Knowledge – Pupils will understand what 
can influence artists (food), consider who decides the value 
of art, evaluate their own work, and understand that artists 
can develop recognisable styles. 
 

 

 
The Grammarsaurus art curriculum encompasses a diverse selection of artists. Some are studied in depth, whilst others are encountered more briefly. This allows for a large range of 
artists to be showcased. The artists selected are both traditionally acclaimed and contemporary artists from across the globe. The students will revisit the work of many artists across 
year groups and units. These include some of the works of Tariku Shiferaw, Mr Doodle, Oscar Ukonu, Christa Rijneveld, Dapo Adeola, and Nora Sherwood. The curriculum further 
exposes learners to various disciplines, such as the disabled artist Sarah Biffin, who created miniatures for royalty, a contemporary photographer from Benin, and ceramists Kate 
Malone and Vanessa Hodge. The students will study pottery from throughout history as well as from the modern day. They also meet artists involved in sustainability, such as architect 
Kathryn Larsen and digital artist Je Hong. More traditional artists such as Vincent van Gogh and William Morris also feature. 



 



 



 



 
 



 



 



 



 



Grammarsaurus Rationale: 
 
Our curriculum follows four core techniques—drawing, painting, sculpture (with clay), and collage—to ensure the depth needed for the required proficiency. Focusing on 
clay as the sculptural medium allows pupils to develop proficiency in this area. Clay delivers a sensory experience that children almost universally enjoy. It allows pupils to 
feel and create texture and form and can be easily manipulated but mastered with experience. It is accessible and fun. During “Sculpture: Clay” units, pupils encounter work 
from ancient to modern times. The work pupils create represents nature (Year 1, 3,5), reflects social norms (Year 2, 4, and 6), and expresses emotion (Year 6). It includes 
considering practical as well as decorative purposes (Year 4). The overarching questions help to demonstrate how art has reflected humanity and society over time. They 
explore work in varying depths, including a church, craft pottery, ceramic sculptures, paintings, pattern design, and silversmithing. The work comes from Europe, Asia, 
North America, South America, and Africa. They meet painters, designers, factories, ceramicists, potters, craft makers, and sculptors. Knowledge is revisited in each lesson, 
both within a unit and in past units. Each lesson provides scaffolded support or stretch for use as needed. 



 



 



 



 
 


